
Article 6(3) - (4) of the 
Habitats Directive

Site - specific conservation objectives in 
the context of appropriate assessments

JASPERS Networking Platform

Webinar on Habitats Directive

18.03.2021



Article 6: protection and management of the  

Natura 2000 sites
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Art. 6(1) HD

ĂFor special areas of conservation [ SACs ] , 
Member States shall establish the necessary 
conservation measures involving, if need be, 
appropriate management plans specifically 
designed for the sites or integrated into other 
development plans, and appropriate statutory, 
administrative or contractual measures which 
correspond to the ecological requirements of 
the natural habitat types in Annex I and the 
species in Annex II present on the sites." 



Art. 6(3) HD

ĂAny plan or project not directly connected 
with or necessary to the management of the 
site but likely to have a significant effect 
thereon, either individually or in combination 
with other plans or projects, shall be subject to 
appropriate assessment of its implications for 
the site in view of the siteôs conservation 
objectives ." 



Commission note on setting conservation objectives

for Natura 2000 sites

Åall sites need to contribute to the favourable
conservation status (FCS);

Åthis general objective has to be translated to 
SSCOs ;

ÅSSCOs should specify targets to be achieved 
for each of the attributes /parameters of the 
interest feature which determine its 
conservation condition on the site. 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura200
0/management/docs/commission_note/commission_
note2_EN.pdf



Guidelines / recommendations for setting conservation 

objectives

The conservation objectives should be:
Åspecific - relate to a particular interest 

feature (species or habitat type) and define 
the condition(s) required to satisfy the CO;

Åmeasurable and reportable ;
Å realistic ;
Åconsistent in approach ;
Åcomprehensive;
Åspecific whether they aim at ñrestoring ò or 
ñmaintaining ò the attributes of the feature.



Example for Ireland

https://www.npws.ie/protected -
sites/conservation - management -
planning/conservation - objectives






